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Editor's note 
Abstract 
Guest Editorial - In most instances relating to conservation, traditional, local and indigenous forms of 
knowledge and practice are ignored. In others, they play second fiddle to 'scientific' knowledge and 
practice, and are at best treated with romanticism or charitable condescension. In this issue of Current 
Conservation, we explore these themes further. 
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In most instances relating to conservation, traditional, local and indigenous forms of 
knowledge and practice are ignored. In others, they play second fiddle to ‘scientific’ 
knowledge and practice, and are at best treated with romanticism or charitable conde-
scension.  In this issue of Current Conservation, we explore these themes further. 
Our contributors offer a range of opinions and perspectives, some restrained, others 
not so. Charles Kay pulls no punches when he equates conservation with racism. 
In a thought-provoking article, he reminds us of the particularly effective record of 
colonial conservation when it comes to excluding and exterminating the native and 
in creating ‘wilderness’ untouched by man. Michael Adams discusses the significant 
potential for integrating different forms of knowledge into contemporary conser-
vation strategies relating to climate change in Australia. Reviewing literature that 
compares traditional and scientific forms of knowledge, Meera Anna Oommen asks 
if dichotomising the two is justifiable? Christine Eriksen and Don Hankins explore 
the gendered dimensions of knowledge about fire in Native American and Aboriginal 
Australian communities and the possibilities of a dynamic transitioning into current 
day conservation planning. Elsa Reimerson traces the creation of the Laponia World 
Heritage Site in Scandinavia, one of the few in the world which offers the promise of 
indigenous management. We also carry a photo-essay by Manish Chandi and a review 
of M Kat Anderson’s ‘Tending the Wild’ by Caitlin Kight. Both address hotspots of 
traditional knowledge and management: the Nicobar Islands and California.
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Traditional knowledge—Nicobar
One of the most poignant moments I’ve experienced regarding perceptive reasoning in the Nicobar 
Islands was when I was asked to help prevent agricultural officers bring coconut seedlings onto Little 
Nicobar Island in an attempt to rejuvenate coconut plantations destroyed by the Asian tsunami of 2004. 
The rationale my friend, Mr Moses, gave me was that Achatina fulica (giant African snail) eggs could 
possibly arrive along with soil attached to saplings brought in from other islands, especially South 
Andaman island where Port Blair is located. Achatina is an invasive species here and has snailed its way 
through many a kitchen garden and other vegetation. This request was from a person who had not 
studied beyond primary school, who used perceptive reasoning along with acute observation to perceive a 
potential ecological invasion and threat to his native island and future kitchen gardens that were to be 
re-created after the devastating tsunami.
Traditional knowledge is, I believe, not static but organic. Knowledge passed down from generations past 
can evolve with our present to provide information useful not just about past practices, but help cope 
with future problems. In the few photographs that follow, I try to depict various livelihood situations and 
activities from across the Nicobar Islands that combine knowledge passed on from ancestors along with 
customary regulations that are still practiced, though some are on the threshold of change as well.
Manish Chandi photo-essay
Fishing: Fishing for subsistence continues among the Nicobar islanders. Nearshore regions of many islands are marked out 
with both temporal and spatial bans of various kinds of fishing, either through gear restrictions or through seasonal regula-
tions. Some festivities of the past ensured that fish and marine life were celebrated through pictographs as well as closures of 
certain seascapes for short periods for rejuvenation of fish populations. As a phenomenon, this is practiced less, with modernity 
and other concerns taking precedence over the former animistic way of life, while festivities and rituals that are associated with 
regulations on extraction are rarely practiced.
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